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AGENDA FOR TODAY’S SESSION

1. TODAY’S SESSION IS A PRESENTATION OF FREE TECHNOLOGY TOOLS

2. ALL MATERIALS AND FURTHER TUTORIALS AVAILABLE ON A WEBSITE 

CREATED BY THE PRESENTER:

3. PLEASE LEAVE COMMENTS ON THE MAIN PAGE OF THIS WEBSITE AND 

I WILL READ OFF SOME OF THEM AT THE END OF THE SESSION.

http://cwetherwax.wixsite.com/advisortech



THE RESOURCE HUNT

HOW I GATHERED AND EVALUATED MY RESOURCES:

• EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY AND NEW LITERACIES GRADUATE 

ADVANCED CERTIFICATE WITH THE UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO 

• CONFERENCES & WEBINARS DESIGNED AROUND DIGITAL 

LEARNING & RESOURCES (SUNY CIT, WNY BUG, NACADA, ETC…)

• BRAINSHARE WITH THE LMS DESIGNER ON YOUR CAMPUS

• BRAINSHARE WITH THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AT YOUR 

INSTITUTION OR THE INSTRUCTOR OF YOUR DIGITAL LITERACIES 

COURSE.



REMIND TEXT ALERT SYSTEM



TEXT ALERT SYSTEM ADOPTION

•Originally created for use by K-12 teachers

•Adopted for use with my advisees

•4 Years ago rolled out “NCCC Text Reminders” to our entire 

student body

•Currently have 800+ students/faculty/parents following the 

reminders

•



FERPA/HELICOPTER PARENT TOOL

•The alerts that go out are not FERPA protected.

•Thus a student’s entire support system (parents, spouses, children, 

grandparents) can sign up.

• I use it as a tool to give parents something when they feel they 

are “out of the loop.”



USES

•What is sent out?

• Registration dates (i.e. withdrawal deadlines)

•Advisement info (i.e. link to video and tutorial on how to find out 

who assigned advisor is)

• Important events (i.e. Job Fair, Grad Fair, Transfer Fair)

•Misc. Holiday and Vacation Day Alerts





SIGNUPGENIUS SCHEDULER



APPOINTMENT SCHEDULER

•Originally created for use by K-12 teachers & PTA

•Adopted for use with my advisees 3.5 years ago

•3 Year ago piloted with faculty advisors

•2 years ago rolled out as option to entire faculty

•1x Semester maintenance to add appointments

•Our Tutoring Center has purchased the pro version for 

scheduling one-on-one tutoring appointments.



SUGGESTED SIGNUPGENIUS.COM USES

•Use for scheduling advisement appointments

•Campus tours

•Work study sign ups

•Tutoring hours

•And much more….



https://vimeo.com/121921622

https://vimeo.com/121921622




My Page

Personalized Image
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Contact Info & Personalized Message



PERSONALIZED SIGNATURES



E-MAIL SIGNATURES

•Create multiple signatures

•Signatures include pre-canned messages that you can later 

customize

•Save yourself from typing and re-typing the same information 

•Add hyperlinks, videos, and pictures





MY USES

•Create separate “canned” e-mails about the following topics:

•How to complete FAFSA

•How to sign up for a Placement Test

•How to complete Online Orientation through Blackboard

•How to set up Student E-mail to your cellphone

•Great for communication with parents. I can give them generic 

directions any student could be given (Non-FERPA info).



Gmail Outlook



MAIL MERGE EVERYTHING!



MAIL MERGE

•So, we all have heard or know how to use mail merge….

•Usually for:

• labels for folders

•personalized e-mails

•personalized letters



MAIL MERGE

Personalized Messages Using Mail Merge



MAIL MERGE

•Has anyone in here utilized an additional column and created 

personalized messaged based upon gpa, registration date, 

eligibility for program, degree progress, etc…?

•Are there any unique ways out there that you utilize mail 

merge that is not commonplace? 



ANIMATED TUTORIAL SOFTWARE



POWTOON.COM TUTORIAL VIDEOS

•PowToon is a company which sells cloud-based 

software for creating animated presentations 

and animated explainer videos

•Fun, free and easy software

•Easy interface

•Upload to YouTube 

•Can choose to spend $1.00/mo for Educational 

License which provides more graphics sets



Variety of Graphics Sets on
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JOTFORM
(A GOOGLE FORM ALTERNATIVE)



JOTFORM

•A form builder that helps you create & publish online forms 

anywhere, anytime without writing a single line of code. 

•Free without ads!

•Use for surveys, forms, events, & information requests

•Sends auto-confirmation to users and hosts 

•Can pay for a subscription to receive more than 50 

submissions a month.





Personalized Image

Custom Font, Color, Theme

Various Options for Response



THANK YOU FOR BEING A GREAT ONE!

Contact: Caitlin M. Wetherwax, M.S. Ed.

Niagara County Community College

cwetherwax@niagaracc.suny.edu – 716-614-6229

http://cwetherwax.wixsite.com/advisortech




