The Revolution Will Be Live-
Tweeted: Students & Social Media
in the Era of Campus Protest

John P. Sauter Jr., Ph.D., He/Him/His
Averl Harbin, She/Her/Hers
Simone Beckford, She/Her/Hers
Eric Rigg, He/Him/His
Ferrah Staley, She/Her/Hers

Developed with Chris J. Venable, M.A., They/Them Pronouns, Kent State University



Our discussion of this complex topic is
rooted in our own narratives, identities,
research & experiences, including our
privilege & prejudices. Other perspectives
are important to hear and understand.
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Social Media Spotlight

Instantaneous |
e Very Visible Issues to Address it _lSoh':L m-r), 3
e Personal & Public ' _; u.wersi’rv;lt?l“liss::,uﬂ'.
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e C(Call to Action / Events / Petitions
e Hashtags & Movements

Documentary Force

e Photos & Live Videos ﬂ
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A Life of Its Own

e Protests are a Time of
Passion

e Messages & Demands
Can be Misinterpreted

e One Incident can Derall
Conversation
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Social Media & Student Welfare
Protests Involve Serious Issues ’b!
Darkside of Social Media -
Severing of Social Ties "

Personal Toll (Chronicle, 2014)
e Stress / Frustration

e Academic Impact
e Backlash & Threats
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Difficult Responses *
Viral Responses |

e Melissa Glick & Janna Basler

Institutional Action

e C(Caution = Inaction
e \Words vs. Action
e \oice: Dismissal, Suppression

Difficult to Define Victory? ...

e \What is a positive outcome?
e Short-term vs long-term solutions
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Positive Responses
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Do?

What Can We

B
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Balancing the Advisor Role

e Who do you tell or report to?

e Do you go to the protest or keep working?

e How do you support both the students and
your institution?

e Do you discuss it on social media?

e What is your public / private role?



Listen

e \What are the |mpI|Cat|ons
for your institution?

e How does it intersect with
your role?
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Learn & Reflect

Reflect on Protests & Demands

e | earn about Issues & Movements

e Explore ldentity Development

e Develop Multicultural
Competence

Consider Institutional History
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Care & Support

Check In With The Students

e Emotional Impact
e Academic Effects

What Support Can You Provide?

e Role, Connections & Social Capital
Protests Affect More Than Just
Students e

e Self-Care & Colleagues gf,;l[;’imotog@phy




Create Dialogue

e Show Up

e Engage with Students

e Assist Students
Navigate the Institution

e Maintain Dialog & i

4:00-6:00PM

Constructive Action MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM

Niagara University BSU




Campus Partners

e Where are the allies?

e Build bridges between
students & staff / faculty

e \What resources can we

access / supply?
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Work to Sustain Change

e Develop Student Leadership :

e Can Students Impactthe  §
Strategic Plan?

e Support But Don't Burden
Multicultural Center / Staff

e Maintain Momentum
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Our Role with Social Media

Fear / Risk vs. Need to Engage

Support Positive Momentum
e Student Choices, Efforts & /8B
Education & Events
e Report Positive Results

Follow Movements
Be True to Yourself

Black Lives Matter Community Concert © John Sauter, Ph.D.



Student Perspectlves

Simone Beckford She/Her/Hers
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Praxis

« How can
you make a
difference?

e What can
you do?

Balancing your Role
Listening

Learning

Care & Support
Creating Dialog
Sustaining Change
Social Media
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Questions & Contact/ I{nf

John P. Sauter Jr., Ph.D, He/Him/His «a
jps@niagara.edu, @jOh”PSaUter»*"—: CRRNES L0

sbeckford@niagara.edu’

Eric Rigg, He/Him/His
ericrigg@niagara.edu

Ferrah Staley, She/Her/Hers
fstaley@mail.niagara.edu, @_LoveFerrah

Additional Contributions from: e et
Chris Venable, They/Them/Theirs L AR
cvenabl1@kent.edu, @chrisjvenable

© James Lioi



mailto:jps@niagara.edu
mailto:jps@niagara.edu
mailto:aharbin@niagara.edu
mailto:aharbin@niagara.edu
mailto:sbeckford@niagara.edu
mailto:sbeckford@niagara.edu
mailto:ericrigg@niagara.edu
mailto:ericrigg@niagara.edu
mailto:fstaley@mail.niagara.edu
mailto:fstaley@mail.niagara.edu
mailto:cvenabl1@kent.edu
mailto:cvenabl1@kent.edu

Select Bibliography

° Caputo, I. (2015) Campus Protesters Across The Country Swap ldeas, Information. NPR: Around the Nation (Dec 13), Retrieved from
http://www.npr.org/2015/12/13/459514516/campus-protesters-across-the-country-swap-ideas-information

° Christensen, H. (2011). Political activities on the Internet: Slacktivism or political participation by other means?. First Monday, 16(2).
http://firstmonday.org/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3336

e  Cobban, A. B., (1980). Student Power in the Middle Ages. History of Today, 30(2). Retrieved from
http://www.historytoday.com/alan-b-cobban/student-power-middie<ages

° Educational Law Association / NASPA (2014) Responding to Campus Protests:A Practitioner Resource. Legal Links: Connecting Student
Affairs and Law 1(2). http://www.naspa.orq/oubIications/books/cé-mDQQabrdtests

° Ireland, C., (2012). Harvard's long ago student uprisings: Time when Cglle”ges reflected unbridled liberty, questionable self-discipline.
Harvard Gazette. Retrieved from http://news.harvard.edu/qazette/stor‘.v‘/201_2/04/harvards-lonq-aqo-student-risinqs/

° Ruff, C. (2016). The mental and academic costs of campus activism. The Chronicle of Higher Education, 62(28). Retrieved from
http://www.chronicle.com/issue/2016/03-25

e  Jayakumar, U. (2015) ‘We’re just not that into you”: The Message Universities Are Sending through Their Responses to Racist Campus
Events. Voices in Education. http://hepg.org/blog/we%E2%80%99re-just-not-that-into-you%E2%80%9D-the-message-universi

° Keller, P. & Hu. S. (2016) Aided by White Nationalist Groups, Union of White Cornell Students to Release Demands, Host March. Cornell
Daily Sun

° Miller. M. (2015). Protest shows colleges are once again becoming civil rights battlegrounds. The Washington Post. Nov(10). Retrieved from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/11/10/mizzou-protest-shows-colleges-are-once-again-becoming-civil-rights-bat
tlegrounds/

° Silvercloud, Johnny (2016) I'm losing tons of friends fighting racism. And I'm totally ok with that.
https://afrosapiophile.com/2016/09/24/losing-friends/ on AfroSaphiophile blog



http://www.npr.org/2015/12/13/459514516/campus-protesters-across-the-country-swap-ideas-information
http://www.npr.org/2015/12/13/459514516/campus-protesters-across-the-country-swap-ideas-information
http://firstmonday.org/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3336
http://firstmonday.org/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3336
http://www.historytoday.com/alan-b-cobban/student-power-middle-ages
http://www.historytoday.com/alan-b-cobban/student-power-middle-ages
http://www.naspa.org/publications/books/campus-protests
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2012/04/harvards-long-ago-student-risings/
http://www.chronicle.com/issue/2016/03-25
http://www.chronicle.com/issue/2016/03-25
http://hepg.org/blog/we%E2%80%99re-just-not-that-into-you%E2%80%9D-the-message-universi
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/11/10/mizzou-protest-shows-colleges-are-once-again-becoming-civil-rights-battlegrounds/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/11/10/mizzou-protest-shows-colleges-are-once-again-becoming-civil-rights-battlegrounds/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/11/10/mizzou-protest-shows-colleges-are-once-again-becoming-civil-rights-battlegrounds/
https://afrosapiophile.com/2016/09/24/losing-friends/
https://afrosapiophile.com/2016/09/24/losing-friends/

